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FREEDOIU, Santa Cruz Coun'
ty - "Pig Radio," a novel form of
broadcasting that has evolved here
on the Central California Coast
over the past couple of decades, has
suffered another fatal setback.

KPIG, the 3,000-watt FM sta-
tion in this nrral communitY near
Watsonville, was the latest incar-
nation of "high-cholesterol" pro-
gmmming that began in 1975 with
an irreverent radio station known
as KFAT.

Ilut its owners have Pulled the
plug ou pork and did what belea-
guered station owllers are doing
nationwide these daYs. TheY Put a
satellite dish on the roof and began
broadcasting canned "hot adult
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In the !)rocess, they have done
away with the irreverent disc jock-
eys and the programming that in-
cluded everybhing frr:m bogus eom-
mercials kr bawdy jokes to a range
nf rmrsis; that in*luded. j'.rst about
eveqii,hing :rct usue.ii;i played on
"iL+tri$al" cornmercial ' radio
s:ta tir.rns,

KPIG crivnF',t Laura Hopper said
tl-ig n€rr: eound will be a far cry from
l.hc pragranlming the station lvss
fi;rurded uprltrr. "We hated to do it,
l:r*t rvc i:ad ti;. We were d,r'ing. Just
cliri:r't hav* t,he advertising sup-
pcrt." nhe saicl as the siation was in
th* trhrr,-es of, tr:rning the pig inro
har:on bit;.

""l'his was ii.runCeel cxr the idea
that ratliry sirouid i:e firn, and ive
had furr hr:r* fbr ilrr*e ie'ears rvith
this stati.ln, hut we've got, tc rnake
n living tao. If it rras going to work
anlnvhere, it would have $'orked
here. l\ie had the iisteners. We just
didn't have ihe advertisers,"

As she spckrr, disc jockev ltancly
Ilueter was lnrsy playing out the
last hours of pig radic. spinning "It
Ain'l Over'Til the Fat L,ady Sings"
bi,' Faster and lJoyd and taking

- *'-! prernenst.nral slr-rdro:ne.
il 

'.fhat, was f'r:llorved bv a real
! lcrmmercial  for a Santa Cruz
l! health food store. frrllowed in trrrn
I by another real ccrnrnerr:ial for a
t  a a r i o s  f  1 '  r , a t r . , w r . .  t l  .

calis frorn distrariglrt. listeners. in-
viti:tg requests on the slatiar-r's
cali-in line.

"Call us on t,he swine line, while
there's tirne," he urged.

He noled during a pause in his
nonstop nlanipulatit-ln <lf turnta-
bles, eornpact disc pla.1'ers, taped
corrrnrerciais, iive c{rmmercials and
the telephone that he had received
more thau 100 calls the first, hour
he was cn {he air alxer it newspaper
in Monterey printeii a stcry that
the switch frorn 1:ur:* pork i.l
canned pr<;duct wii,g iitmit:ent"

"Tire cat got out of rhe Lrag, of
coLrrsc. when the gJls canle t{)
r".'tirk and saw the satellite dish on
the rooi" i:* recalied. "Thon, one
of the DJs rvho was iet go stood up
on stage iii r tlanta Cnrz concerl
and realiy iairi ar:'L a nasty version
of t!-re stcry.."

For his parl, Ruetcr saicl, h* hecl
been e part-time DJ all along ancl
will continue driing llert-tirirr,: an,
nouncer work wi:ile r.rperatiii:: liir
oli''n crlnpuler consultirrg trus;ine:rs
in Waisonviile.

Reallty llne blurs
After fielding another teiephone

call l}cm a listener who rva:rted tn
know what conld be clone t,r lrrr:-
s<ine i,ire irreverr,nl. {'orr',rnt,. }re
playeel a hogi:'i cr-,:nrrrerr:ial firr a
hcrrol ttorlg i i i  ivi i i i ' l ' i  ihe rnoir-
sirl; aie \ronicn s,i;fTerins 1'roll:


